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ORDER OF WORSHIP

BOLD – Congregation responds


* – Congregation Stands


Prelude	 Improvisation on Amazing Grace	 Sean Cotty


Welcome

Votum	 


Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
who made heaven and earth. Amen.


Sentences of Scripture

Prayer of Invocation


Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them; that, by patience and comfort of your holy 
Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.


Call to Worship	 Psalm 40: 1-3

I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set 
my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put a new song in 
my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear and 
put their trust in the Lord.


* Hymn No. 502	 Amazing Grace


Prayer of Confession	 


Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 



we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.


Assurance of Pardon/God’s Wisdom for Life

Anthem	 Inscription of Hope	 Z. Randall Stroope


I believe in the sun even when it is not shining,

And I believe in love even when there’s no one there.

And I believe in God even when he is silent,

I believe through any trial there is always a way.

But sometimes in this suff’ring and hopeless despair,

My heart cries for shelter, to know someone’s there.

But a voice rises within me saying hold on my child,

I’ll give you strength, I’ll give you hope, Just stay a little while.

I believe in the sun even when it is not shining,

And I believe in love even when there’s no one there.

But I believe in God even when he is silent,

I believe through any trial there is always a way.

May there someday be sunshine, May there someday be 
happiness,

May there someday be love, May there someday be peace.


Prayer of Illumination

Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the 
good news, and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation in 
Jesus Christ. Amen.


Scripture Readings	 Ernest Mendler


	 	 Psalm 13

	 	 Romans 8: 18-25


This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.


Sermon	 “Patience: How Long, O Lord?”	 Rev. Doug Estella




* Confession of Faith	 The Apostles’ Creed (RCA contemporary version)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

And born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

And is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic† Church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting. Amen.


† The word ”catholic” means “universal,” 
referring to all followers of Christ worldwide.


Anthem	 Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care	 Carl Schalk


Lord, it belongs not to my care,

Whether I die or live,

To love and serve thee is my share,

And this thy grace must give.

If life be long,

I will be glad that I may long obey:

If life be short,

Yet why should I be sad to soar to endless day?

Christ leads me through no darker rooms

Than he went through before;

He that into Gods kingdom comes

Must enter by this door.




Come, Lord, when grace has made me meet

Thy blessed face to see;

For if thy work on earth be sweet,

What will thy glory be!

My knowledge of that life is small,

The eye of faith is dim;

But ’tis enough that Christ knows all,

And I shall be with him.


* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


The Communion Service


Communion Prayer

The Lord be with you.

	 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts!

	 We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times 
and in all places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God! 
You created heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. 
You have given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence. 
But you have shown us the fullness of your love in sending into the 
world your Son, Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, made flesh for us and 
for our salvation. For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has 
reconciled us to you we praise and bless you, O God. With your whole 
Church on earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and 
adore your glorious name saying:




Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna is the highest!


Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice 
offered once on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the 
whole world. In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his 
coming again, we offer ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. 
Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:


Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break 
and the cup which we bless may be to us the communion of the body 
and blood of Christ. Grant that, being joined together in him, we may 
attain to the unity of the faith and grow up in all things into Christ our 
Lord. And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one 
loaf, and these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, 
that your whole Church may soon be gathered from the ends of the 
earth into your kingdom. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

The Communion—Words of Institution

(We partake of the Bread.)

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 

(We partake of the Cup.)

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of 
Christ.


Thanksgiving after Communion

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us 
praise God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—

Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy.




The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him;

As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.

As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has 
compassion for those who fear him,

Who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also 
give us all things with him. Therefore shall my mouth and heart show 
forth the praise of the Lord, from this time forth forevermore. Amen. 
(From Psalm 103, with additions)


Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,

On earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom and the power

And the glory, forever. Amen.


Prayer Response	 Hear Our Prayer, O Heavenly Father


Hear our prayer, O heavenly Father,

For the dear Redeemer’s sake. Amen.


* Hymn No. 720	 Christ, Whose Purpose Is To Kindle




* Benediction


Response (please be seated)	 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior


May the grace of Christ our Savior

And the Father’s boundless love,

With the Holy Spirit’s favor,

Rest upon us from above. Amen.


Postlude	 Fugue in G Major BWV 541	 J. S. Bach 



Announcements

COFFEE HOUR


Please join us at coffee hour today as we celebrate the 60th 
Wedding Anniversary of Jim and Sue Nicholas. Congratulations!


MUSIC NOTE

Today, we welcome back our choir for the 2022-2023 season! We 
look forward to the beautiful music they provide throughout the 
year!


HARVEST FESTIVAL

This years festival will take place on Saturday, October 15th with a 
rain date of October 22. There are copies of the list of new items we 
are looking to put in raffle baskets, along with copies of a letter 
requesting donations from your favorite local merchants that you 
can take with you to ask for a donation, in the rear of the church.


FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

There is a collection box located by the entrance to the Church 
where we accept donations of boxed/canned goods throughout 
the year.


BARGAIN BOUTIQUE

The Grand Reopening of the Bargain Boutique will be Saturday, 
October 15th, from 10am- 2pm. Donations accepted starting 
September and October, only on Saturdays. No electronics, no TVs, 
no furniture.


WEEKLY CALENDAR

Check the weekly email tomorrow for all the happenings at COTH!


JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!

Be sure to sign up for our email list to keep up with the latest Church on 
the Hill happenings through the weekly email and the Beacon. Send 
an email request to the church office at office@churchonthehill.org.







The sanctuary is looped for the hard of hearing. In order to connect to 
the system, please sit in the north set of pews (on your right when you 
enter the sanctuary) and set your hearing device to the “T” setting.



If you would like to add a loved one to the prayer list, or if your loved 
one no longer needs to be on the prayer list, please contact the 
church office at office@churchonthehill.org 

	 Diane Blagburn


	 Lucas Ditta


	 Joanne Dunckhahn
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Jean Mendler
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William Rudnick


Patrick Sullivan


Tina Surreira


Ed Surujballi


Virginia Young
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